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SUBJECT: POSITIONS OP PERES AND RAPI PACTION ON INTERIM AGREEMENT 

1 . MORDECHAI BEN-PORAT, MEMBER OP RAFI FACTION 

OF LABOR PARTY AND DEPUTY SPEAKER OF KNESSET, TOLD 
US JULY 1 1 THAT AT RECENT MEETING OF ALL EIGHT 

RAPI KNESSET MEMBERS, SEVEN (INCLUDING DEPMIN PERES) COMMITTED 
THEMSELVES TO OPPOSING WITHIN KNESSET ANY INTERIM AGREEMENT WITH 
EGYPT WHICH DID NOT INCLUDE EGYPTIAN DECLARATION 
OP NON-BELLIGERENCY. LONE HOLDOUT WAS YITZHAK 
NAVON. 

2. BEN-PORAT SAID THAT PACTION HAD AGREED TO MEET 
AGAIN ALTER RETURN OP PM RABIN FROM BONN, TO ASSESS 
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PRESENT HIS POSITION. HE SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT MINDS OE SOME 
EACTION MEMBERS MIGHT BE CHANGED BY NEW ELEMENTS AND/OR 
BY ARGUMENTATION BASED ON IMPORTANCE OF US-ISRAELI 
RELATIONSHIP. HE SINGLED OUT AS OE PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE 
TO SOME FACTION MEMBERS, MANNING OF IDF 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE INSTALLATIONS BY ISRAELIS RATHER THAN 
BY THIRD PARTY. 

3. BEN-PORAT STRESSED DIFICULTY OF CHOICES FACING 

PERES ON ASSUMPTION THAT NON-BELLIGERENCY DECLARATION IS UNATTAIN- 
ABLE. HE DESCRIBED PERES AS "AGONIZING " BETWEEN 
CONVICTION HE SHARES WITH EACTION COLLEAGUES 
THAT ISRAEL WOULD BE FOOLISH TO RELINQUISH 
PASSES IN ABSENCE OF NON-BELLIGERENCY, AND 
HIS RESPONSIBILITY AS DEEENSE MINISTER EOR ACHIEVING 
THE POSSIBLE. MOREOVER, SHOULD PERES SUPPORT AGREE- 
MENT WHICH MAJORITY OE RAEI APPOSES, HIS INFLUENCE 
WITHIN FACTION COULD WELL BE ADVERSELY AEEECTED. 

BEN-PORAT EMPHASIZED THAT PERES' MIND IS BY NO MEANS MADE UP, 

AND CALLED OUR ATTENTION TO WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS HARDEN- 
ING OF DEFMIN'S POSITION IN SPEECH JULY 10 (REETEL). 

BEN-PORAT ADMITTED, HOWEVER, THAT CONSEQUENCES OE PERES 
OPPOSING AN AGREEMENT THAT RABIN MIGHT WISH TO CONCLUDE 
WERE SUEEICIENTLY GRAVE THAT PERES MIGHT IN THAT CASE, 

CHOOSE TO SPEAK AGAINST AGREEMENT WITHIN CABINET BUT UP- 
HOLD PARTY UNITY IN KNESSET VOTE. 
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